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a Curator’s Corner
This month, the Rae House Museum will 
be hosting the first installment of the 
History for Kids events.  The participants 
will be led on an interactive and engaging 
tour of the museum to learn about 
Galt history.  There will be a hands-on 
component, where the participants will 
be able to make their own prints of some 
of Galt’s historic buildings using Baxter 
Sperry woodblocks. 

Our next event will be held on Sunday, 
March 3rd.  The focus of this event is 
“Letters, journals, postcards, and stamps”.  
We will be learning about the various forms 
of communication used throughout our 
history.  The attendees will get to try their 
hand at writing a short letter or journal 
entry using ink and quill style pen.  We 
will be providing old stamps for inspection 
as part of an informative talk about what 
we can learn about history from stamps.  
Participants will be given some old stamps 
to take home.  Our April event will be a 
repeat of our February event, given we 
expect fairly reduced attendance at our 
February event, due to the Superbowl.  
Our plans for May surround the topics of 
“Tools and Farming”.  We are looking for a 
few volunteers who have some experience 
with either of these topics to come and 
share knowledge and stories with the kids.  
Please contact us at, raehousemuseum@
gmail.com, if you would be willing to assist 
in this capacity. 

 

From the Archives
August Pahl 

A Galt personality from the past set up shop on the corner of 5th and C Streets. August 
Pahl wore many hats. He was Assistant Fire Chief in the Galt Fire Department, drove 
a school bus for the Galt Elementary School District, Director of the Galt Sanitary 
District, and City Council member. Born in Forbes North Dakota in 1905, Pahl learned 
the cobbler trade from his father who had a shoe/harness shop in Forbes. Coming to 
California in 1925 for the weather, he first settled in Elk Grove and worked on local 
ranches. It was there that Pahl met Erna Forsch and the two married in 1930. The Great 
Depression made finding ranch work difficult, and the Pahls decided to move to Galt in 
1936 and open a shoe shop. It was here that August Pahl made a name for himself by 
getting involved in his community. After 30 plus years as the local cobbler, Pahl retired 
to enjoy time with his family and friends. 



MEMBERSHIP
As a member of our Galt Area Historical 
Society you play an important role in 
protecting and preserving our historical 
records and also interpreting the past 
to the public, especially our younger 
Galtonians.  

Each year that you renew your 
membership you join us in our mission 
of engaging and empowering each 
other to make history a meaningful 
part of our contemporary lives.  Your 
membership helps preserve the legacy 
of our ancestors, commemorate local 
heroes and preserve our historic 
architecture.  Our members in GAHS 
help answer the Who, What, Why, 
Where and When questions that make 
historical societies important.  It puts 
those of us in the present in touch with 
the people of the past who shaped our 
landscape, named our landmarks, and 
made the decisions that ultimately 
affect us today.

A great big thank you to all annual 
members who have paid their 2018 
dues. Our goal is to have 100% dues 
paid ASAP. A reminder that dues are 
due in January of each year.  So, if you 
wait to renew too long it will seem like 
you have paid twice! You can submit 
your dues through the mail, PayPal on 
the GAHS Website or at our monthly 
meeting. Also, within our membership 
area, we encourage you to inform us 
when you have a change of address.  
Please email any concerns to Rhonda 
Smith, guildstreetsmith@sbcglobal.net 
or call, 209-745-4504.  

You will begin hearing and reading 
much information about Galt’s 150-year 
anniversary as a town or what is called 
Galt’s Sesquicentennial Celebration.  
Groups are meeting now to start 
formulating plans and activities for this 
celebration.  Once those plans are in the 
works, our members and citizens of Galt 
will be asked to volunteer for all types of 
tasks to make this our most memorable 
celebration yet in our history.  We hope to 
get the schools involved as well.

Looking back in time to 1869, Andrew 
Jackson was our President until March 
4, 1869 when Ulysses S. Grant was 
sworn in as our 18th President.  The 41st 
Congress was seated also on March 4th.  
The Governor of California was Henry 
Huntly Haight.  What would become 
most important to Galt happened May 
10, 1869 when the “golden spike” was 
driven marking the completion of the First 
Transcontinental Railroad in Promontory, 
Utah.  Our country was still going through 
the Reconstruction Era after the Civil War 
from 1865-1877.  The town of Galt was 
coming to fruition thanks to people like 
Obed Harvey and John McFarland; and 
to the railroad.  The township was being 
made into lots and sold to make up a town.  
Once Galt saw the first train rolling into 
town, we were on our way.  Wouldn’t it be 
great to have an old-time celebration and 
reenacting what it would have been like in 
1869?
 
I want to move away from our 150th 
celebration to a very serious matter 
concerning our society and some of our 
members.  You have seen in a recent 
newsletter how we can no longer cook 
meals for our members at dinner meetings 
or other events because an individual 
reported us to the Health Department 
anonymously.  Since we are only one 
nonprofit in our community who has 
dinners, crab feeds and events cooked in-
house to raise money for good causes, it 
seemed odd that we were the only one 
who received the letter.  In speaking with 
the Health Department, they were led 
to believe we were selling food on the 
street???? Not true. Unfortunately, this 
individual has put all nonprofits in jeopardy 
of handling their events when cooking is 
done by their members to raise money for 

good causes.  However, January 1, 2019, 
new rulings have come out that could allow 
us to go back to what we were doing.  I still 
have to digest it more and talk with the 
Health Department to insure we are in full 
compliance.  Another report made by an 
individual was that we were not requesting 
liability insurance and security for events 
at the McFarland Ranch.  We researched 
back years and every contract does have a 
liability insurance and security hired form 
provided.  We were in total compliance of 
our Policy and Procedures.  Most recently 
we were advised that we can not have the 
public assemble in the little red barn at the 
McFarland Ranch because it was designed 
only as an Ag building and does not meet 
codes to have people inside.  We met 
with the Assistant Fire Marshal and she 
concurred that we cannot have the public 
in this building.  She is working with the 
building department to see what it would 
take to make this compliant.  She indicated 
it would be costly.  I have to wonder if 
someone feels we may not be following a 
rule, why not come to the Board and tell 
us instead of going behind our backs.  Loss 
of revenue from this barn from weddings 
and other events who may want to rent it 
will be significant.  Kite Day and the Car 
Show can no longer use it for the public.  
I have to wonder why someone would 
want to be a member of our organization 
and yet report us without allowing the 
Board to research and comply.  The loss 
of $3500 in our dinner meetings will hurt 
our maintenance account.

I would hope that we have not become 
so petty that because individuals have 
differences with each other, they are 
willing to punish our organization.  The 
Galt Area Historical Society does so 
much for this area.  We are looked to for 
help and guidance by the city and others 
regarding the history of the area.  We hold 
a high position in this town.  Why would 
someone want to tarnish our image?  I 
will inform you as we work through all 
the compliance issues to make sure we 
are doing nothing wrong.  However, be 
assured this will cause a hardship on our 
funds for our day to day operations until 
we can resolve these issues.
  

~ Janis Barsetti Gray

A Message From The

President

2019 Historical Society
Executive Board

Janis Barsetti Gray ~ President
Ida Denier ~ 1st Vice President

Ralph Cortez ~ 2nd Vice President
Liz Haglund ~ Recording Secretary

Louise Dowdell ~
Corresponding Secretary
Dan Tarnasky ~ Historian
Bobbi Lewis ~ Treasurer



Calendar
February 14  |  2pm
Executive Board Meeting
GAHS Hall, 550 C Street

February 25  |  6pm
General Meeting
GAHS Hall, 550 C Street

March 3  |  1pm - 4pm
Open House
Rae House Museum

March 14  |  2pm
Executive Board Meeting
GAHS Hall, 550 C Street

March 25  |  6pm
General Meeting
GAHS Hall, 550 C Street

March 30  |  9am - 12pm
Liberty Cemetery Workday

Dates and Times are Subject
to Change

Policy and Procedure Review

Conflict of Interest Policy
I. Purpose:  
 The purpose in all decisions and actions of the Conflict of Interest Policy is to protect the Galt Area 

Historical Society’s interest when it is contemplating entering into a transaction or arrangement 
that might benefit the private interest of a GAHS officer or member of the organization or result 
in a possible excess benefit transaction.  There exists between the Society and its board, employees, 
volunteers and the public a fiduciary duty, which carries with it a broad and unbending duty of loyalty 
and fidelity.  The board, employees, volunteers have the responsibility of administering the affairs of 
the Society honestly and prudently, and of exercising their best care, skill, and judgment for the sole 
benefit of the Society.  Those persons shall exercise the utmost good faith in all transactions involved 
in their duties, and they shall not use their positions with the Society or knowledge gained for their 
personal benefit.  The interest of the organization must be the first priority in all decisions and actions.  
This policy is highly recommended by the IRS of all tax exempt non-profit entities.

II. Policy:
 1. Conflicts of Interest may arise in the relations of officers, employees, members, and volunteers 

with any of the following third parties:
  a. Persons and firms supplying goods and services to the Society
  b. Persons and firms from whom the Society leases property and equipment
  c. Persons and firms with whom the Society is dealing or planning to deal in connection with the 

gift, purchase or sale of real estate or other property
  d. Competing organizations
  e. Donors and others supporting the Society
  f. Agencies, organizations, and associations which affect the operations of the Society
  g. Family members, friends, and other employees

 2. A conflicting interest may be defined as an interest, direct or indirect, with any persons or firms.  
Such an interest might arise through:

  a. Owning stock or holding debt or other proprietary interests in any third party dealing with the 
Society

  b. Holding office, serving on the board, participating in management, or being otherwise employed 
(or formerly employed) with any third party dealing with the Society

  c. Receiving remuneration for services with respect to individual transactions involving the 
Society

  d. Using the Society’s time, personnel, equipment, supplies, or good will for other than Society-
approved activities, programs and purposes

  e. Receiving personal gifts or loans from third parties dealing or competing with the Society; 
receipt of any gift is disapproved;   no personal gift of money should ever be accepted

 3. In connection with any actual or possible Conflict of Interest, an interested person must disclose 
the existence of the financial interest and be given the opportunity to disclose all material facts.  
Disclosure in the organization should be made to the President, who shall bring the matter to the 
attention of the Board.  Disclosures involving board members should be made to the President (or 
Vice President if President is the one with the conflict) who shall bring these matters to the Board. 
After disclosure, he/she shall leave the governing board while the determination of a Conflict of 
Interest is discussed and voted upon. 

 
 4. After exercising due diligence, the Board shall determine whether the organization can obtain with 

reasonable efforts a more advantageous transaction or arrangement from a person or entity that 
would not give rise to a Conflict of Interest.

 5. Transactions with parties with whom a conflicting interest exists may be undertaken only if all of 
the following are observed:

  a. The conflicting interest is fully disclosed;
  b. The person with the Conflict of Interest is excluded from the discussion and approval of such 

transaction; and
  c. The Board has determined that the transaction is in the best interest of the organization, for its 

own benefit, and is fair and reasonable.

 6. If the Board has reasonable cause to believe a member has failed to disclose actual or possible 
Conflicts of Interest, it shall inform the member of the basis for such belief and afford the member 
an opportunity to explain the alleged failure to disclose. If after hearing the member’s reponse and 
after making further investigation as warranted by the circumstances, the Board determines the 
member has failed to disclose an actual or possible Conflict of Interest, it shall take appropriate 
disciplinary and corrective action, that may include termination of membership in the organization.

 7. The decision of the Board on these Conflict of Interest matters will rest in their sole discretion, and 
their concern must be the welfare of the GAHS and the advancement of its tax exempt purpose.

Kite
Day
Kite Day will be held at the 
McFarland Living History Ranch 
April 7 from 9am - 3 pm.  If that 
day is rained out, the Rain-Out 
Kite Day will be April 28th.  Ron 
Jacobson is the Chairman of 
the event.  If you are interested 
in helping Ron with Kite Day, 
please contact him. 

Let all your family 
and friends know.  
More will be in next 
month’s newsletter 
from Ron.

The Tower Views is printed by
Express Type & Graphics

740 Spaans Drive #2
Galt, California 95632
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BEN SALAS
FUNERAL HOME

FD 1257

~ Since 1955 ~

“Our Family Serving Yours”

Traditional &
Personalized Funerals

Memorial &
Cremation Services

Customized
Pre-Arrangements

Headstones &
Cremation Accessories

149 4th Street
Galt, CA 95632

209-745-1191

Jonnie &
Herman

Grosshans
Owners
#FD1317

Law Office Of
Len ReidReynOsO

TRusTs  •  wiLLs  •  PRObaTes
cOnTRacTs  •  bankRuPTcy  •  business

we aRe a debT ReLief agency

908 c sTReeT
gaLT, ca

209-745-4411
In Galt SInce 2002

MeMber of
Galt business builders

www.Galtbusinessbuilders.coM

Floral Designs
Weddings  •  Quinceañeras

Corporate Events

209.745.0726
J.M. Enterprises

Joan Werblun
Owner

Louise’s
Walk Down Memory Lane

aThere was a time, seems only a few years, we - or at least some – had awaited 
the year 2000 wondering if something spectacular was going to take place.

“The computers weren’t going to work. Everything would come to a standstill 
at the stroke of midnight. Lay in a supply of necessities that wouldn’t need 
electricity.” Wonders of wonder! The sun came up and everything looked the 
same in 2000. 

Some of us remember a time, or at least the story of a group who were so 
convinced the world was coming to an end that they sold all their belongings 
– took their money and gathered to climb trees to await the Lords coming. 
Sorry — they miscalculated - Now it’s 2019 and still going strong.

Have you heard how they are “changing the climate?” Terrible things going 
to happen - We must do something! Think how much takes place every day.

We at Galt Area Historical Society need to take care and preserve our 
history and facts for those in the future. The world around us is changing 
so fast.

Enjoy this “new year”. I am – for as long as it lasts even though I’m confined to 
this bed. At 100 plus I have memories — hopefully we Galt Area Historical 
Society members are making memories for those who follow in years to 
come. 

Note from Ida: Louise now has a working phone and would love to talk to our 
members. Her phone # 209-314-9159.

Looking for Photos
We’re still looking for select photos from Galt’s past. If you have any of these, 
contact Dan Tarnasky at blckrssn@hotmail.com or (916) 952-2368.

1. Peerless Milling
2. A & W Root Beer Stand
3. Ed’s Seaside Service Station
4. 417 Club
5. Patton’s Pharmacy
6. Galt Safeway Market 
7. Slacks Economy Market
8. Galt Produce Co.
9. Tip Top Café
10. Galt Ice and Storage
11. Erwin’s Jewelry

12. Lillian’s Café
13. Keller’s and Hessler
14. Ferguson’s Lumber
15. The inside of any business
 (except Brewster’s)
16. Jerry’s Market
17. Western Auto
18. Galt’s first jail when it was
 still in operation
19. Galt’s first City Hall
20. First Methodist Church



People vs. Georgia Lawrence
While thumbing through excerpts of 
the Galt Gazette, this Historian found a 
two-page paragraph on a sensation that 
entertained the local populace in May of 
1891. There was very little information 
available in the article, so I decided to 
research old copies of the Sacramento 
Bee. Over a few days, there was a 
continuing story of a conflict between the 
local chapter of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union and a local Madame 
named Georgia Lawrence. 

As the story goes, Georgia Lawrence 
was described by some as a typical 
cigarette smoking, whiskey drinking, San 
Francisco hoodlum with a shock of bangs 
that reached to the eyebrows, black eyes, 
anguine nose, full red lips, and a vicious 
temper. Lawrence opened what she said 
was a saloon (like Galt didn’t have enough 
already) located on 5th between A and 
B Streets in April. In her employ were 
two other ladies, Nellie Hart, and Queen 
Condon. For some reason, Lawrence 
would hang a red lantern out in front of 
her establishment. Most people know 
the significance of a red light, but she 
maintained that it was just a saloon. From 
then on, it was called the Red Light House.

One day in early May, representatives 
from the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union went to Lawrence’s place of 
business and asked her to leave town, 
or she would be charged with vagrancy 
under new state law. They said the house 
was too close to Galt Grammar School 
which was around the corner on B Street. 
Of course, Lawrence said no and that it 
was a reputable business. It wasn’t long 
before Constable Sam Phillips took her 
before Justice of the Peace C.C. Clement. 
Lawrence pleaded not guilty and asked for 
a jury trial that started on May 16.

As one would expect with a topic such 
as this, the courtroom was packed and 
became a media circus. Because of pretrial 
publicity, it took the better part of two 
days to select a jury, and it appeared to 
some that the jury would side with the 
defense. Most bystanders commented 
later that Georgia Lawrence would never 
be convicted. Witnesses included Peter 
Planalp, Jane Ritter and Caroline Clough 
of the WCTU, George Need, and Whitaker 
and Ray bookkeeper Daniel Houghton. 
None gave the defense any reason for 
worry. Lawrence testified on her behalf 
and commented that a merchant told her 

that other ladies in town thought she was 
taking business away from them. She also 
heard that there was a brothel west of the 
tracks and two or three more on the east 
side. It didn’t look good for the prosecution, 
but they thought they had a trick up their 
sleeve.

On the last day of testimony, there was a 
rumor that a special witness was coming 
in on the train and would settle things 
once and for all. When the witness arrived, 
she immediately took the stand, but before 
she could be sworn in, Georgia Lawrence 
made a grand entrance and stared down 
the witness. The following testimony did 
nothing, and after the jury came back 
with an acquittal, there was thunderous 
applause. Most of the crowded gallery 
followed Georgia Lawrence to a nearby 
saloon for a drink. The WCTU vowed to 
charge Lawrence again, but a record of 
that can’t be found. It was an interesting 
story.      
                                                                                                                   Historian

History
for

Kids
at the 
Rae

The children learned 
about some of Galt’s 
history, got a personal 
tour of the Rae Museum 
with Curator Julie Clark 
Brownfield, and got to 
make pictures with the 
original stamps of Baxter 
Sperry.



J & J Heating & Air provides high quality, 
professional customer service done right

the first time to create comfortable,
healthy, safe, and energy efficient

places to live and work.
Air Conditioning • Heating • Plumbing
Duct Cleaning • Blown-In Insulation
For Quality and Dependability Call

J & J Heating & Air, Inc.

209.744.8114
www.jjheat.com ricjan@barsettivineyards.com    |    www.barsettivineyards.com 

Wine Tasting & Boutique
Live Music

Friday & Saturday – 6:30-9:00 PM 
Barsetti Wine Tasting Room

Old Town Galt • 400 4th St., Suite 150 • 209.744.6062

Barsetti Family 

Happy Celebrating 

106 Years  
in Galt

Open: Thurs, Sun Noon-5 pm  |  Fri & Sat, Noon-9 pm Closed: Mon, Tues & Wed

Buy a glass or a bottle of our wine, (only on Wine Down 
Friday’s) enjoy it here and the appetizers are on us.

We want to thank the “Clampers” for 
coming to the Liberty Cemetery last 
Saturday in the rain and wind.  They 
started working on cleaning up the 
cemetery.  For those of you who are 
not familiar with the :Clampers,” they 
are an Ancient and Honorable Order 
of E. Clampus Vitus (ECV) which is 
a fraternal organization dedicated to 
the preservation of the heritage of the 
American West, especially the history 
of the Mother Lode and gold mining 
regions of the area.  The “Clampers,” 
as they are affectionately called, 
have come to the Liberty Cemetery 

for years, helping us in the cleaning.  
Unfortunately, the last several years, 
they have been working on other 
projects.  They have told me they will 
be coming back more regularly to help 
keep the cemetery maintained and the 
graves cleaned.  They hope to come 
back in a couple of weeks when the 
weather gets better, to start cleaning 
more.  We want to thank the “Clampers” 
so much for all they have done for the 
Galt Area Historical Society at the 
Liberty Cemetery through the years 
and for their recent work.  

“Clamper” Clean-Up



Donation Letter
The month of February is when Louise, 
our Corresponding Secretary, sends 
out our annual Donation Letter.  We 
sincerely hope that all members will be 
able to contribute something that will 
help us with our task of restoration and 
preservation of the Galt Area History.  
This is not limited to members.  If you 
have friends who may want to donate, 
please give them a copy of the letter.

Membership Renewals
Memberships are renewable every 
January if you pay yearly.  Please 
make sure you send your renewals this 
month if you have not already done so.  
If you are a LifeTime Member, you do 
not have to do a thing. 

Volunteer Hours
Volunteer Hours are still not all in.  
Please email me with the total hours 
or bring them to the next General 
Meeting.

General Meetings
As a reminder, our General Meetings 
are now starting at 6 pm on the 
fouth Monday of each month (unless 
a holiday falls on that day).  Our 
Executive Board meets the second 
Thursday of each month at 2 pm.

Calendar of Events
Calendar of Events is now complete 
on our website:  www.galthistory.org.  
If you want to know when a meeting 
is, when an event is held, if there is a 
wedding at the McFarland, etc., all you 
have to do is go on our site and click 
the top tab of “Event” and the calendar 
tab will drop down.  Click on that and 
it will take you to the entire year.  As 
events are updated or added, we will 
make those changes.

New Roof Needed
Recently, the McFarland House has 
some repairs done to the roof by Roof 
Rangers.  Unfortunately, it seems like 
we will need a new roof soon.  This roof 
has been on since renovation of the 
house and is past its warranty.  This 

will mean raising money like we did to 
paint the house.  Of course, if someone 
wants to make a donation specifically 
for the roof, they can.

Restroom Update
Regarding the update on the new 
restrooms, Ron Jacobson reported 
at the last General Meeting that the 
handrails had to be modified.  Once 
that was done, Ron said we should be 
able to get the final inspection.  We 
are still working with the county on 
resolving the ADA and Accessibility of 
the walkways to the parking lot.

Event Center Progress
The Event Center is progressing.  Of 
course, we would have liked to see it 
move faster.  However, there is always 
“hoops” to jump through when dealing 
with government agencies and SMUD.  
The actual building will not take that 
long once we can get all permits and 
approvals, and complete the bidding 

k Bits & Pieces
kprocess.  We will keep you updated as 

we are.

Sesquicentennial
Celebration
Keep watching for more information 
about Galt’s 150th Anniversary as a 
town.  Still in the preliminary stages, 
we have been meeting with members 
of the Galt Chamber of Commerce, 
the City, and other interested groups.  
Once plans are solid, we will let 
everyone know so those who want to 
help can contact us.

Security Cameras
Security Cameras will be going up 
at the Rae House Museum; and 
eventually at the McFarland.  It is 
too bad that we have to protect even 
historical sites from vandals and theft.  
There have been break ins at local 
businesses in the town as of late.  It is 
best to be proactive.

Gossip from the

Galt Gazette
January 1888

Dr. Montague’s many friends will be pleased to learn
he will return to Galt in a few weeks.

H
Dog and chicken fights held at Charlie Quiggle’s Arcade.

H
P.H. Latourette installed as an officer in the Masons.

H
Circus coming to Galt Wednesday February 1.

H
John Quiggle and Sam Phillips have reopened

the Galt House Bar.



P.O. Box 782
Galt, California 95632

Galt Family Dentistry
Jason Roach DDS
Macy Fuhs DDS

General Dentists

The best “Filling Station” in town

209-745-2929
GaltSmiles.com

740 Spaans Drive, Suite 1
Galt, CA 95632

& REGISTRATION

• Locally Owned & Operated
• Two smog machines for faster service
• We perform most smog tests

• Biennial Smog
• Diesel
• Change of ownership
• Out of state

• Vehicle Renewal/Registration
Issue Plates and Stickers

• Title Transfer / Change of Ownership

Test Only

515 N. Lincoln Way
Galt, CA 95632

209-745-5001
Se Habla Español

ANN ULLRICH
REALTOR 

®

DRE Lic. # 01706199

209.481.5489

Ann@ParkerRealtyGalt.com

www.ParkerRealtyGalt.com

545 Industrial Drive #105
Galt, California 95632

KEN    GR SSWATER WELLS & PUMPS
CONT. LIC. NO. 530672

(209) 745-2048
Lodi (209) 368-0267  •  Elk Grove (916) 682-2108

Fax (209) 745-8584


