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a From the Archives
#45 Stagg 
and Girard
Over the years, numerous Galt High 
School athletes have gone on to play 
intercollegiate sports. In 1954, three-
sport star John “JB” Girard attended 
Stockton College (later to become San 
Joaquin Delta College) to play football 
and baseball. Pictured to the left in 
the photo is legendary football coach 
Amos Alonzo Stagg. Having coached 
at the University of Chicago for forty 
years and then College of the Pacific 
for another thirteen, Stagg assisted at 
Stockton College while Girard played 
there. He was the originator of the “man 
in motion” and the “lateral pass” both 
of which are still in use today. Girard 
would later play at the College of the 
Pacific (later to become the University 
of the Pacific) where an injury ended 
his playing career. Coach Stagg retired 
in 1958 at the age of 96. Also pictured 
in the photo is another three-sport 
star at Stockton High School Howard 
Jackson. Thanks to Laura Jackson for 
the photo and John Melhaff for some 
of the information.



MEMBERSHIP
As a member of our Galt Area 
Historical Society you play an 
important role in protecting and 
preserving our historical records 
and also interpreting the past to 
the public, especially our younger 
Galtonians.  

Each year that you renew your 
membership you join us in 
our mission of engaging and 
empowering each other to make 
history a meaningful part of 
our contemporary lives.  Your 
membership helps preserve 
the legacy of our ancestors, 
commemorate local heroes 
and preserve our historic 
architecture.  Our members in 
GAHS help answer the Who, 
What, Why, Where and When 
questions that make historical 
societies important.  It puts those 
of us in the present in touch 
with the people of the past who 
shaped our landscape, named 
our landmarks, and made the 
decisions that ultimately affect 
us today.

A great big thank you to all 
annual members who have paid 
their 2018 dues. Our goal is to 
have 100% dues paid ASAP. 
A reminder that dues are due 
in January of each year.  So, 
if you wait to renew too long 
it will seem like you have paid 
twice! You can submit your 
dues through the mail, PayPal 
on the GAHS Website or at our 
monthly meeting. Also, within our 
membership area, we encourage 
you to inform us when you have a 
change of address.  Please email 
any concerns to Rhonda Smith, 
guildstreetsmith@sbcglobal.net 
or call, 209-745-4504.  

It does look like Fall now.  The 
weather seems to have cooled 
and we are looking at a little rain 
on the horizon.  Along with the 
Fall colors showing themselves 
and Halloween coming, the month 
of October is very significant 
to our organization.  In October 
1987, we became the Galt Area 
Historical Society.  This is our 
31st year since our Founders, 
Beatrice Orr Smithson, Eugenia 
Olson, Orvell K. Fletcher, and 
Margaret Greer organized our 
society to become the “keeper” of 
the history of Galt and the area.  

Along with the four Founders, 
we had a total of 52 Charter 
Members:  Some are still 
members today.  In another 
section of the newsletter, you will 
see the names of all our Charter 
Members.  We want to honor 
them here today.

We have had 16 individuals 
who have been President of our 
society; some being President 
multiple times since 1987.  Today 
our membership continues to 
grow with people who want to 
join in our mission of historical 
preservation of our area and 
preserving the irreplaceable as 
well as preserving the memories 
of all those who came to our area 
before us.

We have seen many successes:  
We acquired and restored the 
Rae House and made it into 

Galt’s only museum; we acquired 
and maintain the two historic 
cemeteries of Liberty and Elliott; 
we entered into a 99 year 
lease with Sacramento County 
to restore and maintain the 
McFarland Living History Ranch; 
we have fostered many successful 
fundraisers and activities to help 
fund our many projects.  Our 
list of accomplishments goes on.  
However, without the help of all 
of our volunteers, we could have 
never succeeded.  To celebrate our 
founders, our Charter members, 
and our current members, we will 
have our Charter Night Dinner 
October 22.  I hope that many of 
you will attend.  Every volunteer, 
regardless of what role you play 
is necessary for our success.  It is 
a night to honor all of you.

~ Janis Barsetti Gray

A Message From The

President

2018
Historical Society
Executive Board

Janis Barsetti Gray ~ President

Ida Denier ~ Vice President

Ralph Cortez ~ 2nd Vice President

Liz Haglund ~ Recording Secretary

Louise Dowdell ~
Corresponding Secretary

Dan Tarnasky ~ Historian

Bobbi Lewis ~ Treasurer



Calendar
October 11   |   2 p.m.	
Executive Board Meeting 

October 13   |   9 a.m.	
Workday at Liberty Cemetery

October 22  |  6 p.m.
Charter Night Dinner at the Hall

October 26
Halloween Spooktacular
at the Rae House

October 12 & 13
Yard Sale at the Hall

October 27   |   8 a.m.
Workday at Elliott Cemetery

November 10   |   8 a.m.
Workday at the Rae House Garden

November 17   |   9 a.m.
Workday at Liberty Cemetery

December 2
Christmas Open House
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Rae House
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - McFarland Ranch

December 9
Christmas Open House
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. - Rae House
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. - McFarland Ranch

Dates and Times are Subject to Change

Policy and Procedure Review

Purchasing including Credit Accounts, 
Credit Card Purchases and
Members Reimbursements
1.	 Only authorized persons shall 

use the established Society 
credit accounts for the purchase 
of any items and/or services 
for the Society.  The Society 
executive officers shall be in 
charge of authorizing such 
persons.

2.	 No member of the Society 
or individual shall establish 
a new credit account, make 
any purchases on behalf of 
the Society or incur any other 
debt to the Society without the 
express consent of the Society 
executive officers.

3.	 All original credit receipts shall 
be submitted to the Society 
Bookkeeper within thirty (30) 
days of the transaction date.  
In addition, each receipt shall 
indicate a description of the 
items or services purchased, a 
notation as to the need for the 
purchase and for what project, 
activity, repair, etc. the purchase 
was used.

4.	 No member of the Society or 
individual shall be authorized 
to sub-contract any services, 
repairs, etc. for the Society 
without the express consent of 
the Society executive officers.

5.	 Any claim for reimbursement 
for Society related items and/
or services from a Society 
member or individual shall be 
subject to prior Board approval 
and submitted to the Society 
Bookkeeper within thirty (30) 
days of the transaction date.  
Reimbursement will not be 
honored after the thirty (30) day 

period.  All claims shall include 
the original receipt, a description 
of the items/services purchased, 
and a notation as to the need 
for the purchase and for what 
project, activity, repair, etc. this 
purchase was used.

6.	 When requesting the authority 
to make a purchase on behalf of 
the Society, the member making 
the request needs to provide the 
Board with three quotes if the 
purchase will cost over $100.

7.	 Any reimbursement for fuel 
shall follow the requirement 
in item 5 with the exception 
of fuel for individual mileage.  
Individual mileage will be paid 
only to individuals that have 
been pre-approved by the 
executive officers to receive 
mileage reimbursement.  All 
mileage reimbursement will be 
paid for the actual miles traveled 
for Society related business 
only and shall be submitted 
to the Society Bookkeeper 
within thirty (30) days of the 
occurrence on the approved 
mileage reimbursement 
form as attached.  Mileage 
reimbursement rate shall be 
at the current IRS guidelines.  
Mileage forms shall be available 
on request from the Galt Area 
Historical Society.

8.	 Any misuse or nonuse of 
the procedure by a member 
will result in losing privileges 
of using the Society’s credit 
accounts, credit cards, and 
receiving reimbursement for 
purchases.

In Memoriam 
One of our lifetime members, Nancy 
McEnerney Fawcett passed away 
recently in Biggs, CA.  Our sincere 
condolences to Nancy’s family.  
Nancy’s son Robert has arranged a 
reception/memorial lunch at the Rae 
House Museum on October 28th from 
11 am-3 pm.  Any members who knew 
Nancy and who wish to come to the 
reception, please RSVP to Robert at 
916 799-0013.  Again, we are very 
sorry for the Fawcett Family’s loss.



BEN SALAS
FUNERAL HOME

FD 1257

~ Since 1955 ~

“Our Family Serving Yours”

Traditional &
Personalized Funerals

Memorial &
Cremation Services

Customized
Pre-Arrangements

Headstones &
Cremation Accessories

149 4th Street
Galt, CA 95632

209-745-1191

Jonnie &
Herman

Grosshans
Owners
#FD1317

For All Your reAl estAte Needs

Toni Souza Del Grande
broker  |  gri  |  dre lic #01084637

209-327-1010

tonidelgrande@outlook.com  |  http://tonidelgrande.metrolistpro.com  |  Direct Fax 209-912-7556
545 Industrial Drive #105  |  Galt, California 95632  |  www.parkerrealtygalt.com

LAR
MASTERS

CLUB

Life Member

Floral Designs
Weddings  •  Quinceañeras

Corporate Events

209.745.0726
J.M. Enterprises

Joan Werblun
Owner

J & J Heating & Air provides high quality, 
professional customer service done right

the first time to create comfortable,
healthy, safe, and energy efficient

places to live and work.
Air Conditioning • Heating • Plumbing
Duct Cleaning • Blown-In Insulation
For Quality and Dependability Call

J & J Heating & Air, Inc.

209.744.8114
www.jjheat.com

Law Office Of
Len ReidReynOsO

TRusTs  •  wiLLs  •  PRObaTes
cOnTRacTs  •  bankRuPTcy  •  business

we aRe a debT ReLief agency

908 c sTReeT
gaLT, ca

209-745-4411
In Galt SInce 2002

MeMber of
Galt business builders

www.Galtbusinessbuilders.coM

We Love to Print

Express Type & Graphics
Serving Galt Since 1989

740 Spaans Drive #2   |   Galt, CA 95632   |   209.745.2334
www.etgprint.com



Gossip from the

Galt Gazette
October 1883

A site has been selected at the Arno Station for the building of a Catholic 
Church.

H

The Galt School, under Miss Georgia Ray, has an enrollment of 51 boys and 
46 girls.

H

Charlie Quiggle’s Arcade is all the rage. Drinks and cigars for all.
H

Mrs. F.M. Fowler is having a neat residence built at her ranch on the Lagoon.

Galt Area Historical Society, Inc.
Celebrating 30 Years

Our Founders
Orvell K. Fletcher  |  Margaret Greer  |  Beatrice Orr Smithson  |  Eugenia Olson

Charter Members

Louise’s
Walk Down 

Memory Lane

aAlta Mesa Fair

The Alta Mesa Fair was on the 
corner of Alta Mesa and Blake 
Road. There were quite a number 
of poultry ranches in the area and 
the ladies would cook a delicious 
chicken dinner for the evening 
meal. The fair was a one day and 
evening affair. 

The young women could enter 
the “Queen Contest”. Marge 
McEnerney and I were contestants 
in 1936 and she was chosen. I had 
been queen of Galt Fair in 1935.  

One old fellow provided 
entertainment by reciting a poem 
about little pigs with appropriate 
“oinks and snorts and their tails 
curled high.”

Exhibits were mostly ladies handi-
work and the attraction for kids 
“The Grab Bag” 

It probably cost a nickel. For 
grown ups and young people there 
were sack races and three legged 
races. The ladies had a rolling pin 
throwing contest  to see who could 
throw the farthest.

There was music under the stars 
by the Stamp sisters  (one is here 
at  Golden Living), Helen,  and her 
sister Clara is deceased. It was fun 
with a good time enjoyed by all.

Edward J. Ambrogio
Carl Amundson Jr
Alberta Barber
Richard J. Coppola
Rhona Dietderich
Tom Dougherty
Louise Dowdell
Orvell K. Fletcher
Delia Fox
Charles Freeman
Joyce Greer
Margaret Greer
Michael Greer
Timothy Greer
Shirley Gulbranson
Edith I. Hagen
Paul Hagen
Judge James P. Henke
Forest Jamieson
Dixie M. Johnson
Marian O. Lawrence
Nora Dale Lindberg
Carl P. Loll
Philip Loring
Oscar F. Johnson
Rosellen Maestretti

Irene Marengo
Clare McEnerney
Thomas McEnerney
Sandra Nimmo
Don W. Nottoli
Anthony Nunez
Eugene Nunez
Mark David Nunez
Vesta Sartini Nunez
David A. Olson
Eugenia M. Olson
Lockie Wilder Paige
Dorothy Pearson
Louise Johnson Piepho
Beverly Pratton
John Rouppet
Harry Sanford
Inez Sawyer Sanford
Dorothy Schauer Schmidt
Beatrice Orr Smithson
Otto H. Smithson
Sharon Beth Spaans
Charlene Orr Walters
Bill Ward
Virginia Ward
Michye Yenokida



KEN    GR SSWATER WELLS & PUMPS
CONT. LIC. NO. 530672

(209) 745-2048
Lodi (209) 368-0267  •  Elk Grove (916) 682-2108

Fax (209) 745-8584

ricjan@barsettivineyards.com    |    www.barsettivineyards.com 

Wine Tasting & Boutique
Live Music

Friday & Saturday – 6:30-9:00 PM 
Barsetti Wine Tasting Room

Old Town Galt • 400 4th St., Suite 150 • 209.744.6062

Barsetti Family 

Happy Celebrating 

106 Years  
in Galt

Open: Thurs, Sun Noon-5 pm  |  Fri & Sat, Noon-9 pm Closed: Mon, Tues & Wed

Buy a glass or a bottle of our wine, (only on Wine Down 
Friday’s) enjoy it here and the appetizers are on us.

On a trip to Montana in 1966, Bert and 
Marie Olson attended a meeting of 
the Ladies Auxillary of the American 
Legion. There they heard a performance 
of a “kitchen band” composed of ladies 
playing kazoos and kitchen utensils. 
She was so impressed that when she 
got home, Marie put together a band 
of her own originally called the Fun 
Club but became better known as the 
Kitchen Kuties. The group was made 
up of women over 50 and mostly from 
the Galt Christian Church. Marie’s idea 
was to give these women something to 
do and have fun doing it. Starting in 
1967, the Kitchen Kuties performed, 
over a 10-year period, all over the area 
including the State Fair, Sacramento 
County Fair, Galt Festival, and the Lodi 
Grape Festival. Marie Olson, who called 
herself the “head Chef,” kept a journal on 
the Kitchen Kuties that contains all the 
exploits of the group as well as awards, 
group trips, illnesses, and passings of 
everyone related to the group. Other 
individual nicknames included Mrs. 
Food Chopper, Mrs. Curtain Rod, and 
Mrs. Pie Pan. Two notable acts at every 
performance were Ida Compton doing 
the Charleston and Ruth Lumsden 
singing “How Great Thou Art.” 
Because of varying circumstances, the 
group slowly dwindled down to just 
a handful of members and complete 
cessation of performances. Pictured in 
a 1969 photo are, back row left to right, 
Iva Baer, Oakie Martin, Ruth Lumsden, 
Grace Merritt, Mae Funston, Bessie 
Jones, and Ida Compton. Front row, left 
to right, are Myrtle Quashnick, Nora 
Brown, Margaret Gill, Mabel Neilon, 
and Sara Westrup.

Kitchen Kuties



Car Show a Success
Even though we had fewer cars this year, we 
made over $4,000 at our annual car show, 
Drive Down Memory Lane.  We had 55 cars 
registered, 135 people paid at the gate to come 
in, vendors, lots of food and goods for sale, and 
a DJ.  The raffle was a HUGE success.  Maria 
Spannuth reports that the raffle generated 
$1,440.  Maria wants to thank all those who 
donated items for the raffle, those who helped 
set the raffle up, those who worked in the 
raffle and helped tear down the raffle booth, 
and a big thank you to all those wonderful 
guests and members who purchased tickets.  
We could not have done it without all of you.

Charter Night Dinner
October 22, starting at 6 pm.  Must RSVP.  
Cost is $15 per person.  All those who come 
to dinner will be given a ticket for a door prize.  
Must come to dinner to get a ticket.  See 
insert for details

Charter Night and Election
After dinner there will be our regular General 
Meeting and election of new officers on the 
Board.  All Executive Board positions are 
uncontested except First Vice President.  
Running for 1st VP is Incumbent, Ida Denier 
and challenger, Ron Jacobson.  Please come to 
the meeting to vote.

Christmas is Coming
Sue Dean is in need of people to help decorate 
the McFarland House and the Rae House for 
the Christmas open houses.  Please contact 
Sue as soon as possible so we can get started.  
It is a big job.

Halloween at the Rae
October 26 is our Spooktacular at the Rae 
House Museum from 6-10 pm.  There will be 
games for the kids, pumpkin carving, food for 
purchase, treats.  It is a free family event.

Restroom Update
We are having final inspections coming up.  
There are a few items that need correcting and 
some we are still researching.  We will keep 
you posted.

Cleanup at the McFarland
in July/August
Just to let everyone know, all the items that 
went in the dumpsters at the MAC were 
about 42,000 lbs or about 21 ton.  We have 
to work harder not to accumulate things that 
eventually have to be thrown out.  Please try 
to keep our properties clean and organized.

Historic Plaques
We are ready to have the following historic 
plaques made.  These plaques will be paid by 
private donors:

Elliott Cemetery
The Loll Family

Liberty Cemetery
The Barsetti Family

Arno/Hicksville Cemetery
Ron & Judy Jacobson

Galt Cemetery
Lavagnino Family

Herald Store
Sandy and Robert Olson

Each plaque will cost $250.  We ask the 
donors to make checks out to the Galt Area 
Historical Society and then we will send one 
check.  Thanks so much.

McFarland Fence Donors
Ron Jacobson has informed me that there 
are still sections of the fence around the 
McFarland Home that do not have donors 
names.  If you would like to have your name, 
or your family’s name on a name plate on the 
fence, please contact one of the officers.  The 
cost is $150 per section.

Obe Harvey Award
At the Charter Dinner the winner (s) of this 
year’s Obe Harvey Award will be announced.

k Bits & Pieces
k

We’re Still
Looking
For
Archival Materials
There is still a lot of Galt History 
out there that Galtonians or former 
Galtonians have stashed in boxes 
in closets, basements, and attics. 
Whether you donate items to us or 
let us “scan and return,” please search 
through those boxes and collect the 
items listed below. You can drop 
them off (Barsetti Vineyards, 400 
4th Street #150, Galt, Ca) or mail 
them to us. Many of you don’t realize 
that what might be insignificant to 
you is very significant to us. The 
only requirement is it has to do with 
people and places in our Historic 
Area (Galt, Herald, Thornton, Liberty, 
Elliott, Hicksville, Arno, or Colony). 
Remember that Galt Area History is 
1869 to 2018.

1.	 Photographs (People or Places)
2.	 Old Property Deeds
3.	 Diplomas
4.	 Awards
5.	 Newspaper or Magazine Clippings
6.	 Store Receipts
7.	 Programs from school or
	 specials events
8.	 Church Programs 
9.	 Wedding Announcements
10.	Funeral Programs
11.	 Advertisements
12.	 Business Cards from any business
13.	 High School or any Elementary
	 School Yearbook
14.	School Report Cards from any
	 school
15.	 Old Galt Herald or Galt Gazette
	 Newspapers
16.	 Matchbooks
17.	 Calendars
18.	 Military Induction or Discharge
	 Papers and Commendations
19.	 Tickets to any events in our
	 Historic Area
20.	Anything else printed that has to
	 do with Galt, Thornton, Herald,
	 Liberty, Elliott, Hicksville, Arno,
	 or Colony.



P.O. Box 782
Galt, California 95632

Galt Family Dentistry
Jason Roach DDS
Macy Fuhs DDS

General Dentists

The best “Filling Station” in town

209-745-2929
GaltSmiles.com

740 Spaans Drive, Suite 1
Galt, CA 95632

& REGISTRATION

• Locally Owned & Operated
• Two smog machines for faster service
• We perform most smog tests

• Biennial Smog
• Diesel
• Change of ownership
• Out of state

• Vehicle Renewal/Registration
Issue Plates and Stickers

• Title Transfer / Change of Ownership

Test Only

515 N. Lincoln Way
Galt, CA 95632

209-745-5001
Se Habla Español

Thank you
to this month’s advertisers.

Your support makes this newsletter possible.

If you would like to advertise in next month’s
Tower Views contact Dan Gerling

209.745.2334
or email danexpress@sbcglobal.net

ANN ULLRICH
REALTOR 

®

DRE Lic. # 01706199

209.481.5489

Ann@ParkerRealtyGalt.com

www.ParkerRealtyGalt.com

545 Industrial Drive #105
 Galt, California 95632


